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Music for aWhile #34: Twelve, sixteen, and other
ages

by Jay Nordlinger

Mozart wrote his “Orphanage Mass” when he was twelve. Pretty good. Mendelssohn wrote his
Octet in E flat when he was sixteen. Really good. Jay provides excerpts from these works, and also
presents Chopin and Argerich, Strauss and Davidsen, and more. As the episode begins with
Mozart, it ends with Mozart: a heavenly soprano aria from some vespers. You could well nigh

ascend.

Mozart, Mass in C minor (“Waisenhausmesse”), K. 139

Mendelssohn, Octet in E flat

Chopin, Largo, Piano Sonata No. 3 in B minor, Op. 58

Strauss, “Cécilie”

Strauss, “Ruhe, meine Seelel”

Mozart, “Laudate Dominum omnes gentes” from “Vesperae solennes de confessore”

Jay Nordlinger is a Senior Editor at National Review.

His podcast with The New Criterion, titled “Music for aWhile,” can be found here.
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