
Notebook February 2022

Wayne Thiebaud, 1920–2021
by Julia Friedman

On the life & work of the American painter.

he painter Wayne Thiebaud died Christmas Day at the age of 101. Thiebaud had made his
public debut in the early 1960s with a series of still lifes that pictured assorted dishes and

desserts of the type ubiquitous in American diners and delis, and a series depicting neat rows of
department-store haberdashery lit by then-new fluorescent lighting. Those still lifes are by far his
best-known paintings, but they were only the beginning of a prolific decades-long career.
Thiebaud’s death was met with a barrage of heartfelt tributes in the press and on social media,
proving the popularity of his work among both amateurs and connoisseurs. The simplest
explanation of this phenomenon is most likely the correct one: while his paintings can be
appreciated for their subject matter by just about anybody, they are also sophisticated enough to
keep the attention of experts.

Thiebaud’s...

The rest of this article is locked. Please make sure you are logged in to view the full article.

T

Julia Friedman is an independent art historian.
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